
Roma + Ross
Roma Turnbull-Coulter
Ross Coulter

Musée 
du 

Strip 

14.03.19
Macarthur Square, Carlton

Roma Turnbull-Coulter is an emerging 
artist based in Melbourne. Her art 
practice includes painting, drawing, 
photography, video, performance 
and sculpture. She attends Monash 
Caulfield Childcare Centre. Roma’s 
first exhibition was in 2016 when 
she was invited collaborate with her 
mother Meredith Turnbull in the group 
exhibition “Mum” at the Stockroom in 
Kyneton, curated by Claire Needham. 
She has subsequently gone on to show 
with her parents in the annual c3 
fundraiser, “Faux Studio,” in 2016. Roma 
has exhibited with her contemporaries 
from MCCC at the end of year exhibition 
at Monash University Museum of Art 
for the past two years. Roma also likes 
to bake cakes with her Mum and Dad 
and lick the bowl, and help clean the 
fish tanks. Roma is Ross’s daughter.

Ross Coulter is a Melbourne 
based artist. His practice includes 
photography, painting, performance, 
video and installation. He has exhibited 
locally and internationally at a variety 
of public institutions and artist run 
spaces. His artwork “Audience” was 
presented in 2017 at the National 
Gallery of Victoria and he self-
published a two-volume book of the 
same name. He has been the recipient 
of a number of awards, grants and 
residencies. The most recent grant was 
from the Australia Council for the Arts 
for his series “Corporate Portraits,” 
photographed and presented in the 
community of Warburton where he 
grew up. Roma says, “I love you Daddy 
and Mummy.” Ross is Roma’s father.



Museum director Matthew Ware speaks with artist Roma Turnbull-Coulter, via her 
mother, Meredith Turnbull.

Meredith Turnbull: So this is an email from the 
Director Matthew Ware, I’m going to read it out 
to you, he said:

Matthew Ware: Hi Roma

Firstly, it’s a great privilege to have you as part of 
this show! So this is your third exhibition in only a 
few years (and your first museum show), it seems 
like you have a similar output to that of your 
parents, what’s it like to have parents as peers?

Roma Turnbull-Coulter: What?

MT: That’s what I said. So what he means is that 
you have almost as many exhibitions as Mummy 
and Daddy, and what is it like to be working 
alongside Mummy and Daddy?

RT-C: Feels good.

MW: Your influence on Ross is quite apparent in 
this show, in a sense, his work is an ode to your 
practice. What do you think about the way he 
uses your signature stickers, do you approve?

RT-C: And can you send him a message back, that 
I have very cool drawings.

MT: Yes I will. Do you understand that question? 
He says that the type of art that you make 
influences what Daddy makes, and Daddy looks at 
your art and thinks, wow amazing…and that the 
stickers that Daddy has been sticking on his prints 
were inspired by YOU. And he’s thinking…do you 
approve? Is it okay with you that Daddy used your 
stickers?

RT-C: Yes

MT: Yeah? Why is okay with you?

RT-C: Yes because I don’t really use much stickers 
from now on, I just…I’m a bit more like playing 
with stuff that, with toys that are so interesting…

MT: Okay so the next question he says, 

MW: I’m wondering, being so influential yourself…

MT: That sort of means like being important… 

MW: who or what is it that influences you? 

MT: What influences you bubby? What are you 
interested in and you take notice of?

RT-C: Well, chocolate.

MT: Chocolate, good answer. Laughs.

MW: Do you have any favourite resources you 
return to for inspiration?

MT: So do you have any favourite things or 
materials or stuff that you look at, that you like 
looking at, that inspire you?

RT-C: My ponytail, my gala-enshula, well my most 
special is going into tree house, in the play area, 
in my area, in my room.

MT: Wow, amazing.

RT-C: It’s my own place I go there when I want to 
be alone.

MT: Oh very nice. And his second last question is…

MW: I couldn’t help but notice the blaring critique 
of late capitalism in the ‘DOLR’ work, is critical 
theory something that generally informs your 
practice?

RT-C: Yep

MW: Have you got anything else you would like to 
say in regards to this show?

RT-C: I just have one more thing…I always like to 
have to have two…two…fooouuur pictures for 
sale. I love shows, mena-capel-zu-zi-wa!

Musée du Strip acknowledges the
traditional owners of the land on 
which today’s show is situated, the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation.


